


On May 18, 2021, Syosset Central School District residents will have the 
opportunity to vote on the transfer of Stillwell Fields to the school district.

Vision
Provide students with additional access to educational programs and interscholastic athletics.

Improve a recreational asset for the community with added amenities and increased security.

Improve the safety and security of a property already heavily used by Syosset students and families.

With the support of the community,
The cleared portion of Stillwell Park, approx. 35 acres, 
would transfer to the school district from Nassau County.

Nassau County would retain the remaining portion of the 
preserve (with the hiking, biking and horse trails). The 
property retains its preserve status.

Community groups' existing regular use permits would 
transfer with the property.

$3 million of County funds announced by Legislator 
Lafazan earmarked for improvements to the property 
would be conveyed to the District. The District would 
undertake a capital improvement project with these 
funds and additional funds from school district sources.

The District would take over site management, 
including security and maintenance.

Strong Schools + Strong Community = Exceptional Place to Live



Additional capacity for educational programs, such as: 

With the support of the community, many enhancements to the existing fields 
and added amenities would be under consideration

Environmental education, such as ecosystem research, hydroponic studies, 
agriculture, astronomy. 

Outdoor learning experiences; field trip opportunities centered on 
interdisciplinary study of biology, ecology, earth science, geography, 

atmospheric science, engineering and mathematics.

Outdoor theater utilizing a mobile bandshell to support student performances. 

Health and wellness programs.

Outdoor sensory walk to support and encourage sensory perception and 
integration, with activities designed to engage students’ auditory, visual, 

tactile, vestibular and proprioceptive processing.



With the support of the community, many enhancements to the existing fields 
and added amenities would be under consideration

New and improved athletic facilities, such as:

6 multi-sport artificial turf fields, including 3 regulation size soccer/lacrosse fields and 
3 pee-wee fields. The 3 pee-wee fields can be combined for a regulation sized field.

Lights for the turf fields positioned in the center of the property designed to spotlight 
the fields with minimal spillover.

3 grass soccer/lacrosse fields.

5 baseball/softball fields with turf infields that would support varying dimensions for 
different base paths.

Walking paths so that fields are more accessible. 



With the support of the community, many enhancements to the existing fields 
and added amenities would be under consideration

Enhanced safety and security with surveillance infrastructure.

1- mile perimeter running/walking path. 

Repaved parking lots and expanded number of parking spaces; 
traffic flow and safety improvements.

Renovation of the existing restroom facility and space for a mobile 
comfort station near the baseball/ softball fields.

Small playground for young children.

Upgraded landscaping and entrance to the park. 

Advantages for the community, such as:



Lights on artificial 
turf fields

3 grass fields for 
soccer and lacrosse

Perimeter walking/
running path

Baseball/softball fields 
with turf infields

New parking lot Space for mobile 
comfort station

Regulation size 
lacrosse field

Space for a mobile 
bandshell/outdoor theaterRepaved parking lot

Multi-sport 
artificial turf fields

3 Pee-Wee fields 
(can be combined for a 
regulation size field)

Outdoor learning Playground



Demolition Costs $85,000

New Turf Playfields $4,915,531

Lighting $2,146,000

Walking Paths $395,687

New parking, repaired roadway $663,712

Playground structures $150,000

Fencing $231,375

Landscaping and Trees $200,000

Bathroom Repairs $70,000

Contingencies and Soft Costs $1,639,200

Total $10,496,506

Itemized Construction Estimates



Preliminary Estimated Ongoing Operating Costs

Grounds Staff $146,300

Security Staff $47,180

Turf Field Maintenance $112,000

Utilities $21,500

Other Materials & Supplies $9,500

Insurance $7,000

Preliminary Annual 
Operating Costs

$343,480

In-House Turf Maintenance ($75,000)

Pledged from Syosset 
Soccer

($50,000)

Busing Savings ($43,000)

Estimated Net Operating 
Costs

$175,480

Potential Offsets to Operating Costs:



Cost & Impact to Taxes

• Should the community support the proposal, the 
property transfers to the school district for $1. 
Nassau County funds of $3 million as announced by 
Leg. Lafazan earmarked for improvements to 
Stillwell Park would be conveyed to the District with 
the property.

• With the community's support and feedback, in 
addition to the County funds, the District would 
contribute $5.5 million raised through bonds, and $2 
million in reserves for a total investment of $10.5 
million. 

• The debt service on the bonds would be 
approximately $23 for every $10,000 paid in taxes. 
However, since the District is about to roll off debt 
amounting to roughly twice that amount, the levy 
itself would not increase as a result of this project.  

Nassau County Funds…………………………..……...$3.0 million
District Sources:      
Bonds……………………………………………………..$5.5 million
Pledged from developer of 80 Jericho Tpke………….$1.0 million
Pledged from developer of 
The Sagamore at Mills Pond…………………………...$1.0 million

Total Investment……………………………………....$10.5 million



FAQs

Would the preserve status of the land be impacted and is access 

to the preserve going to be affected by this project?

The preserve will not be touched by the District. It will remain 

Nassau County property and retain its preserve status. The access 

point to the preserve near the south east corner of the fields will 

remain open. The parking lot located near this entrance will be 

repaved, expanded, and evaluated for safety improvements.

Which Syosset schools will use Stillwell? 

We anticipate that the athletics programs from all 3 secondary 

schools (HBT, South Woods and Syosset High School) will use 

Stillwell. In addition, the District is exploring locating outdoor and 

environmental education opportunities on the property to take 

advantage of the neighboring Stillwell Preserve and make 

in-district field trips possible. Lastly, because so many community 

athletic leagues use Stillwell, students from all of the District’s 

schools will use the fields on evenings and weekends.

Who will have access to the property?  Can it be restricted only to Syosset 

groups?  If not, how will access be prioritized?

The property would be open to all Nassau County residents, as it is now. 

However, all existing usage permits will survive the transfer of the property to 

the school district. Existing use permits for Syosset Soccer, Syosset Lacrosse, 

Syosset Baseball and Syosset Softball will remain in place. Any future use 

permits would be granted for remaining availability. The fields will be the 

property of the Syosset School District and first priority will be given to school 

programs at all times.

Who will be responsible for maintenance and insurance for the property?

The District will be responsible for maintenance and insurance. District 

groundskeepers would maintain the property and ensure fields are lined 

properly for various activities. The school district’s insurance carrier will add 

the property to our coverage. The annual cost will be about $7,000 per year.

Who will own the property? 

With voter approval, the Syosset Central School District would purchase the 

property for the amount of $1 and would then own the 35 acres of cleared 

land. 



FAQs

What is the timing for improvements to the property?

Some projects can be done in the short term, such as parking lot 

improvements and some security enhancements. Major construction 

projects would likely not begin until the summer of 2023.

Why is the District willing to invest in Stillwell instead of allocating 

spending to upgrade all fields on school campuses? 

The Syosset District has grown by 4.5% over the course of the last 7 years. 

The proposal to acquire Stillwell provides the District with 2 benefits - 

upgraded and improved synthetic turf fields as well as additional acreage. 

The District explored the creation of a turf field behind South Woods 

Middle School and there were some concerns raised by neighbors. The 

Stillwell proposal would create those fields while avoiding those concerns.  

If the district buys Stillwell, will juniors still be allowed to park there? Will 

there be a crossing guard to help people and cars exit Stillwell and the 

senior lot? 

Juniors will still be able to park at Stillwell, and will have enhanced security 

because of the presence of District staff and surveillance cameras on site. 

The County is responsible for crossing guards, but we would advocate for 

one to be assigned to this location. In addition, we would seek to have 

traffic calming devices installed.

If the entire county will have access to the facilities then 

shouldn’t the entire county share the expenses? 

Nassau County is contributing $3 million for improvements to the 

property. In addition, the County is transferring the 35-acre parcel 

for the sum of $1. The transfer of the property at below market 

value and the cash investment of $3 million are significant 

contributions from the County. The fields will be the property of 

the Syosset School District and first priority will be given to school 

programs at all times. Second priority will go to existing use 

permits (Syosset Soccer, Syosset Lacrosse, Syosset Baseball and 

Syosset Softball), followed by remaining County residents. 

Why the rush to vote on this project now?  

The District has the opportunity to use the upcoming budget vote 

to vote on this project. Waiting until next year’s election would 

delay the project start by a year, holding a special election would 

result in additional cost.



Voting Information

Proposition 2
Authorizes the conveyance of the property 
from Nassau County to the school district. 

Proposition 3
Authorizes the school district to invest $10.5 million in the 
renovation and improvement of the property, with $3 
million from County funds, $2 million from Capital Reserve 
funds, and $5.5 million from bonds. 

The propositions work together, and one cannot be approved without the other.

The Syosset community will have the opportunity to vote on Propositions 2 and 3 during the regular 
school district annual budget vote taking place on May 18, 2021. Voting hours are 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

The District’s acquisition of and investment in the property are subject to voter approval.

The transfer of the property must also be approved by the County Legislator and a bill must 
be passed at the State Legislature. 



Comments and Questions

We welcome your feedback. Please follow the guidelines below so that everyone has the 
opportunity to speak. 

● The sole purpose of tonight’s meeting is to review the Stillwell Proposals.
Comments on other matters of community concern may be addressed at a Monthly Board of 
Education meeting (the next meeting is Tuesday, April 20). 

● Each speaker will be given 4 minutes, then others will be given a chance to speak.
● After everyone has spoken, comments will be addressed.
● Everyone will have a second 4 minute opportunity to speak. 
● Any additional comments or questions presented will be addressed.

● Please be courteous, and please respect the time limits. 
● Please follow the direction of District personnel at all times.


